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Dear Ed 
I've just started another degree as a mature age student 
and have just picked up my first copy of Semper since 
1997, when I finished journalism. Either it's funnier now 
or Vve found a sense of humo'ar. 
The letter by Carly Naughton cracked me up. She should 
do stand up for a living. I loved it all, but a few bits of her 
letter reaUy got me laughing. The bit about not wasting 
money on drugs was a scream. No junkie mates of mine 
would ever say they wasted money on drugs. 
As for the bit about the government not owing us. Hell, if 
that's the case, why have it. 
As for actually doing work, well Carly may tell us how 
easy it is to work and study at the same time, but why 
would you if you don't have to. That work ethic thing 
is really overrated, and from personal experience I've 
found it's not really ethical at all. If you make a buck then 
someone's getting screwed. 
Not only that, work makes you resentful, bitter and miser-
able. If you don't beheve me, read Carly's letter. 
Faithfully 
Allan Graveur 
Bribie Island JC. , ::oo 
'y^jhio'^r 
Dear editors, 
I am emailing to express my shock and disgust at your 
end article in the latest edition of Semper Floreat, October 
S004. While this is obviously a warped and rather juvenile 
attempt at a joke, "grandma's house", it also perpetrates 
the societal myth and damaging perception of aged per-
sons as objects of ridicule, people to be pitied, made fun 
of, or devalued. As academics yourselves, shame on you 
for buying into unfunny insulting jokes that make fun of 
older people. Older people instead, should be valued and 
respected as people who are intelligent, involved mem-
ber's of society; despite the societal portrayal of them that 
leaves much to be desired. 
Your magazine certainly doesn't add to a positive por-
trayal of older people. I am a regular reader of Semper Flo-
reat, and appreciate its humour most of the time, however 
this was inappropriate. Remember that you too wiU be an 
older person one day!!! 
Kerryanne Love 
Dear Semper Eds, 
I'm writing in response to your article "what is union"? 
Good question because if I hadn't been attending imiversi-
ty on and off for the last six years I wouldn't bloody know. 
I was lucky to have attended in the days when the union 
was active and out there supporting a community life on 
campus that now doesn't exist beyond the beer buddy 
bureaucracy of red room regulars. 1999 and SOOO, the 
heady days of fun and representation at university. There 
were sporting and social events in the great court, free 
BBQ's to soothe lunchtime munchies gained at High Soc 
(before it was overrun by non-student scum now cream-
ing off bad deals and high demand), bands like "Custard" 
and "Geriing" played outside the Pizza Cafe (for free) -1 
felt involved, like university was more than a place to 
learn but a community of like minded individuals. Maybe 
in retrospect aU things seem glistening and good, but then 
again anything would when compared to the stagnant, po-
litically incestuous factions spruiking hypocritical dogma 
that has become student representation on campus. 
From what I have been told through union sources, 
there is a degree of whinging in the upper echelons of 
power within the union regarding the apathetic nature 
of students these days. But whose fault is that, not the 
students? How can you expect students to care about is-
sues, when they don't even know what the issues are and 
feel powerless to do anj^hing about them? That powerless 
comes directly from you UQ Union. You are the empower-
ing voice of students and what do you do about empower-
ing students on student issues - organise some bullshit 
rally aligned with the sociaJist alliance protesting against 
some national issue like Iraq. Great, get the buggers out of 
Iraq, I'm down with that, but as venerable Latham states; 
"we need to focus our attention on threats closer to home". 
Instead of factionalising students into left-left wing, right-
left wing and representing a percentage of those people 
that sit cosily in your political ideological belief system, 
how about focusing on those who are the left-right out 
students; products of your inability to co-ordinate any 
sense of student community on campus. Perhaps if people 
felt a sense of belonging with their university, felt they 
were part of something that was bigger than themselves 
but included themselves, then more could get done about 
some of the blaringly obvious issues facing students today. 
A group of people with a common identity are far easier to 
motivate into action than a group of disillusioned, unin-
formed, ostracised and generally unrepresented group of 
people - you of all people should know that. 
I am the voice of one of the under-represented majority 
on campus. I am white, male axid study an undergradu-
ate science/arts degree and I vote left-wing. Where is my 
representation, how are you motivating me to give a shit? 
I don't need a women's room, nor a queer society (These 
are fantastic institutions and I'm not advocating for their 
replacement), J need something for me that will give me a 
sense of belonging to the uriversity as a whole, something 
that is open to aU, no matter what colour, class, sex or 
political persuasion they may be. Something that is more 
satisfying than a soggy refectory meat pie, cheap movie 
tickets and some good toilet reading provided by Semper 
- cause that's all I've got, which is lucky because it's giv-
ing me the shits! You are students (or were before you 
were elected), elected by students (even if it is only 20%) 
to represent students (that's all 35,000 + students). If you 
want to play pohtical games in the national sphere, join 
national poUtics, I'U listen to yoiu' relevant party pohcies 
and I'U probably vote for you next federal election. But for 
the here and now, let's get this university bound together 
with a common goal of regaining students rights advo-
cated through a student commimity where students feel 
that "on campus" views are represented. I have watched 
student involvement and representation go to shit over 
the last six years, and it's time it stopped. Otherwise you'U 
find that the union wiU be abolished by the 'evil' senate 
and no-one except for the people receiving the cheques 
and a small number of students in active minorities (<10% 
of students) wiU care and there wUl be no-one to blame but 
yourselves. In fact it wUl probably be a reUef to the stu-
dent who has far greater problems scrounging around un-
der the house for coins to pay union fees than the issue of 
worrying about a 25% increase in a HECS that gets payed 
off once, if ever, they're in a relatively high paid position. 
By the time this is printed, the election will have been 
won by student rep's placed into power by a minority of 
students that knew there was an election and felt that 
it was worthwhUe to vote. Hopefully this wiU come as a 
timely message before policies of inaction are scribbled on 
a piece of paper no-one will read, in some out of the way 
boardroom in a relatively Inaccessible part of the uriion 
building. 
Here's to people power - Get people involved, get people 
motivated and people will get things done. 
I hope in Sweden that students feel as if they are weU rep-
resented. I have even heard that saunas and snow parties 
are part of the deal. 
Jock. 
Dear Semper, 
I'd like to continue discussion on issue of whether Semper 
should 'help' students more with its choice of articles. 
There are so many other places we can go for help. There 
are specialised help services, there is famUy, there are 
friends, counseUors, doctors, a very large library,... 
And then there's Semper. Thanks for a fantastic intel-
lectual refreshment every 6 weeks or so. Semper blows 
away the dusty, knotted inteUectual cobwebs accumulat-
ing in over-studied minds. Such relief is the 'help' (should 
we want to call it that) it offers. 
Every issue of Semper this year has been briUiant. 
They've had spirit. My favourite was the free-range issue. 
Amy C (soft person) 
Andrew's Editorial 
So here we are, the last edition of Semper for 2004. But before the 
celebrations begin it's time for a little crystal ball gazing. This election 
past will go down as the one where John Howard gained control of the 
Senate. For anyone who has enjoyed Semper this year, or any other year 
during the magazine's 7 decade history this could be bad news. Control 
of the Senate gives John Howard the power to pass voluntary student 
union legislation. This legislation wUl have quite serious consequences for 
Semper's financial health. Future editors may find themselves selling the 
UQ student magazine back to UQ students or if Howard also relaxes cross 
media ownership laws maybe Murdoch wiU buy Semper out and turn it " 
into a Fox news outlet. I can see it now. Semper Fox - Converting the 
Youth to the Truth. 
But there's something special about Semper that I think will ensure its 
continued survival. Changes may have to be made, The magazine will 
probably need to increase its editorial staff and wUl probably have to 
go back to a being printed on newspaper. But what won't change is the 
support that the idea of Semper receives throughout UQ. This year we've 
experienced such an overwhelming response. So many great contributors 
have just ti.irned up out of nowhere and especially in the second half of the 
year the magazine has just flown off the racks. Students have the power 
to decide what kind of campus culture they want and judging by this year 
Semper remains an integral part of that culture. As long that remains the 
Timmi's Editorial 
Merali's Editorial 
Well here we are at the end of the Swedish Edition, at the end of the year, 
And with this edition, as with all of them I've learnt so much I probably 
would have never sought out in my life. Just a couple of nights ago, after 
a long night at the computer, Merali rocked my formative world when she 
uncovered the truth behrid that Ace of Base song 'All that she wants". 
You know the one - the chorus goes something like this: 
She's going to get you 
All that she wants is another baby 
She's gone tomorrow for it 
AU that she wants is another baby 
Oh yeah doo-doo-doo-doo doo 
For me, the song had always been something about a woman wanting to 
fall pregnant or wanting to steal a baby from the supermarket and I'd just 
figured the detail was lost in the translation. In any case it was always 
something to faU back on if discussions about single mothers arose. That 
was until Merali gently broke to me that it was really about a woman 
wanting a one-night stand. And I guess that has been the year for me 
- countless revelations and 'hghtbulb moments' that have made this job 
endlessly interesting and rewarding. 
But even though it was the greatest of rides for us, I hope that it was OK 
Welcome to the Swedish Edition. To explain this edition we have 
to go back in tune to about 6 months ago when I began work as a sand-
wich artist at one of Brisbane's fine cafes. I was only about 4 weeks into 
the Job when I noticed a fascmating trend m place: of all the options on 
the foccaccia board, it seemed that when beautiful women wanted lunch 
they always ordered the smoked salmon. To test that my theorum was 
correct that I began to ask beautiful women as they approached the coun-
ter to order, "The smoked salmon foccaccia for you today? Or perhaps 
you'd like it on Turkish bread," to which they'd reply "Why yes, I would 
like the salmon today But how did you know?" 
Then I went out to lunch with a beautiful friend and I don't have to tell 
you what she ordered. 
Needless to say I became personaUy affected by this beautiful women-
smoked salmon connection. I found myself in the refrigerated section 
of Toowong Coles looking at the smoked salmon specials and wondering 
whether I could spend $3.98 on 50g of fish. 
Then I discovered that they eat a lot of smoked fish in Sweden. 
The next day I arranged a deal with the student exchange people and in 
little over 4 weeks now, wiU be leaving Australia for the land of the long 
case there wlU always be a Semper waiting for someone to read it. 
The fist of people to thank is long and as always starts with the 
foU s^ at home - Mum, Dad, Laura, Mary. Jan, Keith, David and Anna 
- love you all. 
Next up are the many people in my life that make it hard for me to 
have a bad time namely Sarah, JC, Sanuny, Matt, Catchy, Chuckles, 
Bryce G, Messrs Goss, Knight 8e Luke, Tim Chandler, Splatts, the 
Friday mght office party crew and all the other friends and weU 
wishers who have been so generous in their encouragement and sup-
port this year. 
The union has been great to us as well. Unfortunately there are too 
many of you to name so I'U just have to do it by area, thanks to the 
exec, all at admin, saUy bird, women's, queer, welfare, the ev&zy kids 
down at enviro. and pubUcations for all of your help, contributions 
and kind words over the course of the year. 
This year Semper won the best student magazine award at the an-
nual media conference held in Newcastle. This was because Semper 
gets the best contributions of any student magazine m Australia. So 
many creative people have given their time this year. They've made 
our job easy. Thanks to you aU, hope to see you at the end of year 
party. 
Finally I'd like to thank Merali and Tun. This year has been special 
and so much of that has been due to the energy and talent you both 
bring into office each day. 
Merali you're not only one of the funniest people I've ever met but 
your compassion and meticulousness has meant that the magazine
has never strayed off course. Those mghts working on sUly jokes 
about modern art, gymnastics, Eric the eel etc have been the high 
point of this job for me. 
Timmi, the other day when you finally got on the Burgerman high 
score list (go to www.supersi2eme.com - follow the links to the high
scores section of the Burgerman game and you'U see Timmi's name 
up in lights) kind of summed it aU up - when the chips have been 
down you've always produced something that little bit special. 
Your work on Robbins &? Demartim is I think a worthy winner of 
best article of the year. 
Thanks to both of you. 
May it always flourish. 
for all of the readers too. WhUe we did receive dozens of compli-
ments on our efforts this year, we also fielded complaints that we 
were too left-wing, too right-wing, too apolitical. And I guess that is 
a success for us. We always wanted to deliver a mag that could be 
read by everybody, in the toilet, and hopefully teach you something 
or open up another way of thinking about something, but ultimately 
just provide a bit of an escape from the academic grind. Besides, I 
firmly beheve that if you have any chance of 'changing the world' 
you have to make some attempt at working within it and making 
your ideas and arguments accessible to all. It helps if your packag-
ing is pretty as weU. 
Now for the thankyous. I feU in love this year with someone who 
also has pretty packaging and so much more. Thanks Meegan for 
your unwavering support and for making my life away from Semper 
even mere fun and fascinating than it is at the office. To my family, 
who let me know that no matter what I do, say or think a mental in-
stitution wiU never be my place of residence. To Clare, Meg, Ruben, 
Emily, Alex, Wyatt, Div and Matt for your praise, pay-outs and good 
times. Burgerman you're the best. I can't forget those who inspired 
me to write this year: plastic surgery victims, the good people at 
Extreme Makeover, Dr Kate, Dan Spielman, Playschool's lesbian 
mothers, Brisbane's homeless, coffee and soft druik, the Eurovision 
guy, Tony Robbins, Benny Hinn, Dr Demartini, Semper eds from 
'64 8e '84, Michael Moore, ABBA, ACDC and Jane Flemming. 
FinaUy, I have to put my hands m the air for Merali and Andrew, 
my beloved partners in crime. Merali, you combine a rare genu-
ine sjrmpathy for people (and animals) with ititeUigence and an 
incisive wit. WhUe the written result of these qualities in your 
articles is easy to see, the effect that they have had in the office is 
immeasurable. Andrew, on the one hand you have been dedicated 
to ensuring that the heavy, unportant stuff has been covered this 
year whUe also being responsible for much of the light, humorous 
content - and the mag has been so much the better for it. Most of 
all, thanks to both of you for making those ridiculously long nights 
some of my most enjoyed this year. 
As I began my ruminations with a song I'U end it there as weU. It 
was Jon Bon Jovi who once sang: 
Never sa;^ ^ goodbye, never say goodbye 
You and me and my old friends 
Hoping it would never end 
Never say goodbye, never say goodbye 
Holdin' on - we got to try 
Holdin' on to never say goodbye 
white ice sheet if the Swedes wUl ever give me a visa after this edi-
tion comes out. 
I'U be sure to send back lots of real stories about Sweden to next 
year's editors and keep my frozen fingers crossed that they pay me 
for contributions in food drops as it is also a rather expensive coun-
try and I'm not sure how far my $800 in savings wUl get me after I 
buy salmon. 
The shoes of a Semper editor are seventy years old and hard to fill 
and while I might have small feet I like to think that I managed an 
okay foxtrot in them. 
Thanks to Dad for always reading Semper, keeping 10 copies and 
saying how good it was. Thanks to Mum for never reading it and 
saying how it looked lUte a nerdy Uttle boy's magazine. Thanks to 
lovely Tom for writing the best articles and for coming to Sweden 
with me and for not minding when I didn't come home many nights 
in a row because I was playing magazuies. 
As for my feUow editors, I owe Jimmi for helping to get me into this 
crazy ride in the first place and for three editions of hUarity. 
Timmi, cheers for saying over and over "I'm going to kUl you. You 
think I don't mean it," and for writing such good, accessible, popu-
larist articles. You could always lift the mood of the office when 
Andrew and I were ready to pack it in. 
Finally a big word-up Andrew for your absolute dedication and 
integrity this year You put up with my bossiaess and strict lay-
out rules and yet yoin? quiet strength and deternunation meant 
that you almost always got your way in the end. You have been a 
true friend, full of wit and insight. Thanks especially for keepuig 
Semper rurming when I was servmg smoked salmon sandwiches 
to beautiful women to pay for my trip to Sweden and Tinuni was 
entertainmg the masses. 
We said right back this time last year that Semper should give this 
uni a song to sing, so thanks to all those who helped compose it, aU 
those who are currently smging it and those who are just tapping 
along. 
Finally, due to the stupidity of the Australian people and our 
backward government, the race has begun to save Semper and aU 
its riches from plunder and piUage. AU I can scream is "Go out and 
fight Uke a valient Viking army you little beauties!" 
* * The Semper Swedish Files, 
We arrived in Stockhohn fo-r the International Stu-
dent Media Conference after 33 hours in transit at 
3:1 Sam. It seemed a lot longer for Andrew who had 
spent most of those 33 hours seated next to Kate 
Lan^roek listening to her talk about her pregnancy 
and breastfeeding. 
Andrew and Merali agreed to go wait for our bags while 
Timmi, brave addict that he is, went outside to smoke. 
He came back 5 minutes later, clearly the worse for the 
experience. He told us that he couldn't light his ciga-
rette and even if he could there was no fucking way he 
was standing out there to smoke it. Did we know just 
how cold it was out there? The answer 'No, not really' 
only provoked more swearing before Timmi informed us 
that, he couldn't breathe because his lungs felt like they 
had frozen over. We told him to relax and bought him a 
hot chocolate wliich seemed to cheer him up. 
Tinmii, though jetlagged and bedraggled was desper-
ate for a cigarette. He iBbiaUy got his hands on a pack 
of 'Kibos' and unpeturbed by its Swedish transla-
tion: "God of Death" he searched for a spot to Ught 
up, but the entire airport seemed to be one big no 
smoking area. Eventually in desperation, Timmi 
asked a friendly looking lady sitting at a desk who 
told him "Sorry, no smoking inside." Timmi looked 
outside. It wasn't inviting. 
Our bags have also arrived in Stockholm and we haul 
them on our backs and without wasting any more en-
ergy talking, make our way to the taxi rank and catch a 
ride to our hotel. 
We have a good 17 hours or so before the Opening Night 
of the International Student Media Conference and 
know that if we don't get some sleep before then it'll be 
all over before Inger Nordstrom can say "Envar Valkom-
men". 
Tunmi makes himself a cup of coffee then promptly 
goes to sleep. Merali is asleep 10 minutes into the cab 
ride and gets carried to her bed. Andrew tosses and 
turns worrying about Semper's chances in the Awards 
Categories but eventually he too falls asleep. 
We all wak:e up around 4 o'clock in the afternoon and 
taJce a peak: outside but it looks the same as it did at 
quarter past three in the morning. If the sun came up 
at all today, we'd obviously missed it. 
It's about this time that we realise - we are in Sweden. 
The land of moose, herruig and reuideer. The home of 
ABBA, Roxette and Ace of Base. The mother of IKEA, 
Volvo and Ericsson. Oh boy oh boy. We had to get mov-
ing. So much to see, so much to do and Day 1 of our 
trip was almost over. 
This was when things began to get a httle weh?d. We got 
a call from reception saying that our ride to the confer-
ence had arrived. Merali was only haJf-way through 
doing Andrew's make-up and Timmi was still trying 
to figure out some way of smoking outside without 
leavuig the hotel room. After a manic five minutes we 
finally made our way down to the lobby only to discov-
er that our ride and tour-guide for the night was none 
other than all-time teimis great and Swedish hero 
Stefan Edberg. 
Now it's always a welcome surprise to be greeted by a 
former Wimbledon champion and we were even more 
grateful when Stefan took us to the waiting Volvo for 
an express ride to the awards ceremony. 
Day 1 
The venue was hip and hiformal - a converted 
steelworks on the outskirts of Stockholm. We 
were all sxiitably impressed as we ran from the 
Volvo to get out of the near blizzard conditions. 
Every-one was looking great, especially the 
Swedish team, the hometown favourites, looking 
intense yet sexy with their deep tans, blonde tops 
and button down black tunics. 
4 
To our surprise, MG'ing the evening were the 
Olsen twins, long time supporters of American 
Student media and editors of their own online 
journal "The Olsen Twins Go Old Skool". 
Our big moment came about half-way through the 
awards ceremony when the gong for World's Best 
Student Newspaper was announced. It was down 
to us and the Swedes. The room was hushed, An-
drew was sweating, Timmi took the opportunity . 
for a surreptitious cigarette and Merali was so 
nervous that she skolled a whole casket of Swed-
ish ale. 
Mary-Kate took the envelope, opened it and read, 
"Wow, like totally, wow, best magazine goes to 
Skog Smutsig (The Du'ty Wood), that makes Sem-
per Floreat the ruimer up". 
The rest of the night passed ui a drunken blur but 
we were satisfied, I mean second comes right af-
ter first. None of us really remember getthig back 
to the hotel but we think Stefan Edberg might 
have had something to do with it. 
When you combhie ABBA with ACDC you have 
enough to form a proper beguming to the alphabet; 
you get a foundation, a musical base. 
Not only were they both 70s superstar groups who 
liked playing dress-ups and still enjoy cult foUow-
ings from 'special' hardcore fans today. No SD?ee 
Bob - the similarities rim deep. And when the two 
groups don't concur, they compliment each other, 
rounding things out nicely, like an arts degree and 
a bucket bong. And when you become enlightened 
to these sunilarities your all-round appreciation of 
both groups, of music, and life itself grows. And, if 
you're lucky, all of a sudden, those hardcore fans 
start to appear a httle less 'special', a little more 
you. 
ABBA leapt to fame hi 1972 with their beUs and whistles per-
formance of Waterloo at the Eurovision Song Contest, Darlings 
of Australia, they had phenomenal chart success, preceded the 
Spice Girls by starring m 'ABBA - The Movie' and wore the most 
whacked-out costumes ever WhUe a lot of them fruity pop albums 
were flUed with recycled songs, they stUl sold mdUions, thanks m 
part to insane levels of tabloid pubhcity which aired secrets in 
their personal lives, from marriages to ugly divorces and rumours 
of partner swapping. 
ACDC was formed in 1973 and quickly became Australia's sig-
natm'e rock outfit with larjmx-shredding vocals and manunoth 
power chords re-configurhig hard rock, after the pompous art rock 
of the early 70s. Despite the youth of their guitarist: the school 
uniform-clad Angus, the departure of Dan Evans and the death of 
vocalist Bon Scott (the official coroners report stated that he had 
'drunk hhnself to death'), the band managed to become a huge 
mternational success. 
On the surface you couldn't get two music groups more different, 
but a closer look reveals a very different story. 
That whole giddy world of love is the first area where you will find 
the two groups covernig simUar content. Getting that girl/boy 
your hankeruig for, can sometimes prove to be no easy task, but 
with ABBA and ACDC you've got aU the moves. ACDC is the first to 
step up here, because they know that 'Pla3dng with girls gonna get 
you hot' and sometunes you just "Need a Uttle lovin' heaUn'". They 
recommend paying close attention to the non-verbal signs that 
your prospective catch might be puttuig out to show they're inter-
ested: "Saw you in the front row/ movin' to the beat/ (just movin' 
and groovin')/ kiUed me when I saw/ the wet patch on your seat/ 
(wasn't coca cola)/ ooh baby/1 hope you Uked the show/ when the 
band said goodnight/1 had to say heUo". TlVhUe this is a bold move 
to be sure, ACDC ai-e quick to remind you that: "Some Uke it hot, 
some Uke it quite not so hot". 
Here is where Agnetha and Frida come in. They favour a more, weU... desperate kind 
of approach, suggesting you just walk up and let that special person know that if they 
can't score elsewhere, you're stUl available: "If you change your mind, I'm the first in 
line/ Honey I'm stUl free/ take a chance on me/ If you need me, let me know, gonna 
be around/ If you've got no place to go, if you're feeling down/ If you're all alone V7hen 
the pretty birds have flo^vn/ Honey I'm stiU free", I've found that if you find a bit of a 
middle ground between the two you've got it made. 
But what about when the love starts to fade? In a whole host of songs the boys and 
girls of ABBA suggest you jus: stick it out: "Oh, no hard feelings between you and me/ 
If we can't make it, but just wait and see So come on, now let's try it, I love you, can't 
deny it/ 'cos it's true/ I do, I do, I do, I do, I do... 
ACDC knew about waning love also: You got problems in your love Ufe/ you got a 
broken heart/ she's double dealing with your best friend/ that's when the teardrops 
start - fella'. They give you an alternative course of action, however, with their more 
contemporary view of what one should do when the love is waning: "Leave her alone/ 
it's :ime you made a stand/ fcr a fee/ I'm happy to be/ your backdoor man/ Dirty 
Deeds Done Dirt Cheap/ Dirty Deeds and they're Done Dirt Cheap", They go on to sug-
gest concrete shoes, cyanide, TNT, neckties, contracts and high voltage as all success-
ful remedies for love gone sour After all, "The curse of love is the cause of the pain". 
If you combine their suggestions vrith ABBA's handy hints you have enough at your 
disposal to bring a bit of excitement to any dying relationship. But, ABBA begs that 
you remember, "People need hope, people need lo\ring/ People need trust from a fellow 
man/ People need love to make a good living". 
Speaking of a good living, ABBA and ACDC wiU give you simUar good advice on money. 
ACDC wUl tell you a few times in a single song that "Money Talks" and ABBA are the 
first to agree: "Money, money, money/ Must be funny/ In the rich man's world/ Money, 
money, money/ Always sunny/ In the rich man's world/ Aha-aliaaa/ All the things I 
could do/ If I had a little money/ It's a rich man's world". ACDC want to make sure 
that you realise that "sometimes you win, sometimes you lose" hovrever, and that 
having money or chasing it isn't alv^ays sunny. They once screamed: "Ain't no fun dig-
gin' this ditch [bein' this bitch]/ Ain't no fun v^aiting 'round to be a mUlionaire/ better 
believe me/ Ain't no fun waiting 'round to be a millionaire/ Ain't no fun waiting 'round 
to be a mUlionaire/ No it ain't no fun waiting 'round to be a mUlionaire/ oh it ain't no 
fun (ain't no fun)/ no it ain't no fun (ain't no fun)/1 ain't bavin' no fun (ain't no fun)/ 
No I ain't havin' no fun (ain't no fun)/ Ain't no fun waiting 'round to be a millionaire/ 
no no". 
Both ABBA and ACDC were taken in by French culture (aren't we all), ABBA pro-
claimed, for those who didn't know: "My my, at Waterloo napoleon did surrender/ 
Oh yeah, and I have met my destiny in quite a simUar way/ The history book on the 
shelf/ Is always repeating itself/ Waterloo -1 was defeated, you won the war/ Waterloo 
- promise to love you for ever more". ACDC backs up this important piece of French 
history with "The French eat frog". Put them both together and that's about all you 
need to know about France. 
ABBA and ACDC aren't just sharing simUar geographical focuses, but have similar 
views on music itself. ABBA ask "Without a song or a dance what are we?" and ACDC 
figure they are right on the money: "Rock 'n' roU ain't noise pollution" - "Rock 'n* roll 
is just rock 'n' roll". ACDC adds that the right kind of music is of the loud variety: "The 
music was good when the music was loud". And when you have the right music there 
is only one thing to do, according to the Swedes: "Nigh: is young and the music's high/ 
With a bit of rock music, everytliing is fine/ You're in the mood for a dance/ And when 
you get the chance,../ You are the dancing queen, young and sweet, only seventeen/ 
Dancing queen, feel the beat from the tambourine/ You can dance, you can jive, having 
the time of your life/ See that girl, watch that scene, dig in the dancing queen". 
I've been thunderstruck by the amount of life lessons ABBA and ACDC have taught 
me and the ones I've Usted above are only an introductory course. But I stress the 
two bands are dishes best served together, as you v^iU find that one xviU often back up 
the other and having both on your side mil give you that extra bit of confidence when 
acting on their advice. Of course, it's even better when they disagree or i luminate 
different parts of a topic and you are armed with two different, cross-contmental ways 
of thinking So I prescribe ACDC's Back in Black and ABBAs Arrival as the next ad-
ditions to your 'record collection, ABBA and ACDC- thankyou for the music, the songs 
your smging, thanks for all the love they're bringing, who could live without it, I ask m 
aU honesty, what would life be? 
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Bugger, Just when things were go-
ing so well for the Swedes... Climate 
change was happening and the world 
was hotting up. There was the prospect 
of balmy summers and milder winters 
on the horizon. Sweden looked to be 
one of the few countries that would 
win out from the imminent catastro-
phe that is global warming. 
Then they realised their bogs were melting. 
Large numbers of bogs in the south, sensitive to the minor 
rises in temperature over the last fifty years, had began to 
melt, releasing huge amounts of methane into the atmo-
sphere as they did so. 
And the Swedes thanked the Nordic gods and goddesses 
that they had taken this whole global v/arming thing seri-
ously and were already on the case. 
The problem with the bogs is that methane gas is a potent 
greenhouse gas, four times more potent than carbon diox-
ide in its abUity to trap heat from the sun. Thus, as the bogs 
melt due to global warming, they release methane which 
contributes to global warming. Damn feedback loops. Meth-
ane gets released from the breakdown of plant material 
under wet soU conditions and untU now has been trapped 
beneath the layer of permafrost wliich sits atop the bogs, 
Smce the 70s however, researchers at Lund University 
have been studying the permafrost and have found that 
the active layer (the part that melts in Summer) is getting 
thicker. In some areas, the permafrost has disappeared al-
together, vastly altering the ecosystems that have existed 
for thousands of years. • 
Unlike countries like say, Australia, Sweden has taken up 
the challenge of reducing greenhouse gas emissions with 
urgency. Even with the methane escaping from the bogs, 
Sweden has managed to cut its emissions over the last ten 
years so that it now has the lowest greenhouse gas emis-
sions per capita in the Uidustrialized world at around 4,21 
tones per person annually. 
What about Australia? Peace-loving island nation that we 
are. WeU, we're on the other end of the spectrum, releasing 
around 27.9 tones per capita annually, maldng us the high-
est contributors to global warming per capita m the world. 
Even higher than the most Industrialized economy, the US. 
That means you, that means me, that means "John How-
ard, you are a fucker" 
Since the UN passed down its report on global warming 
which stated that in the opinion of 250 of the world's most 
eminent clunate scientists global warming was a real phe-
nomenon and one that was already happening, Sweden has 
been a leader in showing the world how steps can be taken 
to halt this devastating process. Sweden helped create the 
Kyoto Protocol and introduced carbon taxes which directly 
tax 002 emissions and implemented strict environmental 
protection mechanisms on industry. In their daUy lives, 
the Swedish people drive cars with emissions controls, 
use energy-efficient appliances, live in energy-conserving 
homes, and recycle household and industrial materials. 
The current Australian Government's position on the 
Kyoto Protocol is well-known. Australia and the US are the 
only two developed countries refusing to ratify and John 
Howard s&ys that uiUess the US does, we won't be ratifying 
either The argument goes along the lines of Australia has 
an economy that relies heavily on fossU fuels. If we were to 
ratify, investment would be driven offshore to developing 
nations who are exempt from the protocol and we would 
be the losers. 
But this argument falls over V7hen John Howard's "Wliite 
Paper" on the Federal Energy Policy was handed down in 
June. Dubbed the "Brown Paper" by many in the industry, 
the policy made it clear that the burgeoning renewable en-
erg5^  sector in Australia would be put on hold, that there 
v/as too much brovm coal left in the ground for us to go 
converting to clean, green energy just yet. It has been said 
that the Stone Age did not end because of a lack of stones 
and the Bronze Age did not end because of a lack of bronze 
but the Australian government however seems determined 
to extend Australia's coal age untU Y^e've used every last 
seam. This may be because these last seams mean mUlions 
of dollars to the fossil fuel industry, an industry that knows 
it's already on death rov7. 
Since the White Paper was handed down, an Investigative 
Unit at the ABC has obtained leaked documents that Aus-
tralia's major fossU fuel producers like Exxon Mobil, Rio 
Tinto and BHP BiUiton were hand-picked by the Prime Min-
ister to form his energy policy advisory group. And what 
grand idea did they aU came up? Geosequestration, the 
untried and untested means of pumping greenhouse emis-
sions under the ground, possibly one of the wackiest envi-
ronmental ideas of this era. Even if geosequestration was 
viable and safe, it would only serve to reduce Australia's 
electricity pollution by less than 2,5%, ten times less than 
what converting to renewable energies could achieve. 
Coupled with the fact Australia has the perfect climate 
for renewable energy sources such as solar and wind, the 
White Paper was a disappointing venture for all in the re-
newables sector It is estimated that mUlions of dollars of 
investment was turned away from research into wind and 
solar power and that the Minister for the Environment Da-
vid Kemp thought that the Prime Minister's decision was 
short change for renewables. 
So what wUl Australia pay for its sins? Among them, a best 
case scenario prediction by UQ's centre for Marine studies 
that 95% of the coral in the Great Barrier Reef vnll be deci-
mated by 2050 and that the reef will coUapse completely 
by 2100, Temperature increases of between 1.5 and 4.5 de-
grees mean that there will be much more frequent coral 
bleaching events and coral will become quite rare. Mean-
whUe several Pacific Islands are threatening to sue Austra-
lia if they go under when sea levels rise. 
As for Sweden, scientists predict that initially it wUl get 
warmer but if the ocean currents of the Atlantic Ocean are 
disrupted and the Gulf Stream shuts down, Sweden could 
get drastically colder and experience the kind of disaster 
scenarios so finely explored ha "The Day After Tomorrow". 
These range from coUapses ui fish stocks to more frequent 
forest fires, and an average fall in temperatures by 5-10 Cel-
cius drier summers and wetter winters. 
What the melting bogs show us is that these disaster sce-
narios are already unfolding. On October 12 of this year cli-
mate experts announced that carbon dioxide levels have 
spiked two years running. One explanation for the spike 
could be a weakening of the earth's carbon sinks, ie oceans 
and forests which soak up 002. 
Even the insurance industry is taking the threat seriously, 
having suffered bUlions of doUars in losses over the past 
decade from storms, landsUdes, flooduig and droughts and 
has begun to lobby governments on clunate change issues, 
Munich Re, one of the world's largest insurers estimates 
that climate change could cost more than $300 bUlion dol-
lars a year in decades to come, 
In fact, the Australian and US governments seem to be 
alone in their disregard for the effects of global warming. 
We are certainly a long way off from the Swedes and their 
responsible policies. But maybe not too far to smeU the 
stench of melting bogs and feel their wrath over the dam-
age done. So as you sit sweltering in the Brisbane heat this 
year, remember your good friend global warming and re-
solve to move to Sweden before its too late. 
GREEN PEACE PRIZE 
The winner of the 2004 
Nobel Peace Prize has 
been announced as Wan-
gari Maathai, a Kenyan 
environmentalist who 
founded the Green Belt 
movement aiming to 
curtail the devastating 
effects of deforestation 
and desertification in Af-
rica. It is estimated that 
she has been responsible 
for mobUizing poor African women to plant over 
30 nullion trees siace the movement started in 
1977. 
The award to Maathai marks an expansion 
of the scope of the Nobel Peace Prize, recogniz-
ing that peace on earth depends on our ability to 
secure our liviug environment and that environ-
mental issues are social justice issues. 
"The environment is very important hi the 
aspects of peace because when we destroy our 
resources and our resources become scarce, we 
fight over that" she said after winning the prize. 
"I think what the Nobel committee is doing is 
going beyond war and looking at what humanity 
can do to prevent war. Sustainable management 
of our natural resources wiU promote peace." 
Maathai is also a professor of zoology and 
the first woman in East and Central Africa to 
earn a doctorate degree. She is now also the first 
African woman to be awarded the Nobel Prize. 
Passionate about her commitment to the 
environment, she has been arrested, beaten 
unconscious and attacked while trjnng to plant 
trees. In 1989 for example, she forced the Daniel 
Arap Moi government to abandon plans to buUd 
a skyscraper to house party headquarters in the 
middle of a pubUc park. 
In December 2002, Prof. Maathai was 
elected to parhament with an overwhelming 98% 
of the vote. 
The peace prize, first awarded in 1901, 
was set up in the will of Alfred Nobel, a Swede 
who invented dynamite. Former winners iaclude 
Martin Luther King, Amnesty International and 
the 14th Dalai Lama. The award, which includes 
10 imUion Swedish kroner ($1.3m) is awarded in 
Oslo on 10 December each year. 
An Ode to the Swedes 
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Svveden, sweet Sv/eden, home of the Swedes 
A blonde, happy people, whose musical needs 
Are answered by Abba. They drive in safe cars 
And invented the Sauna (but not the gay bars). 
They live on a crinkly peninsula called Scandinavia-
It looks like a diagram penis, Tf ye'r brave ya' 
Can point that out to a Swede - it's something he hates. 
He may turn around and knee you in the Baltic States, 
They mass-produce Bergmans with 'Ing' in their name 
Wlio go on to great cinematic fame. 
There's Ingrid, a Hollywood goddess of sex 
And that 'Seventh Seal' guy - yo - the one who directs. 
Once they were savage Vikings, who sailed to the British Isles 
To pUlage and ravish and leave British corpses in piles. 
Then, just when the Brits had a navy that could sail up and even the score 
They said, 'Hey now we're Neutrals, MeUow out, man. Make love, not war'. 
As noted, they live on a penis-like promontory 
Whose fjords' rocky grandeur requires no further commentary. 
It is ragged, torn, scarred - on the whole such a roughly-hewn slab, I 
Envision a circumcision done by a drunk, clumsy Rabbi, 
But enough of this knocking - consider the good that they've done-
They invented Sex, back when the world was young. 
They frolicked and massaged happily in the nude 
Wlien the average Aussie, or Yank, was a button-down prude. 
So I'd better end now, before I start to bore, 
Or start the first Australo-Swedish wan 
I dread to face a mob of Swedes mth Nordic tempers sizzhng 
So I'U just pomt out it wasn't those guys who gave us Mr Quisling. 
(Norway produced that collaborator, so cowardly and heinous. 
Norway is the country on the top part of the penis). 
So, be understanding, forgive Swedes' faults, and proffer the gentle peace-frond: 
Coz remember that, after all, this is a country where EVERYONE'S BLONDE. 
Sporl.s '.superstars' were deemed un-Swedish on a Guide to Sweden website. While it's great to sec 
Australia isn't the only nation to randomly assign the 'un' prefix before its name, some Swedish 
Sports Superstars have passed under the radar. Tim Hasted pits these athletes against their Aussie 
couiUerparts in the ultimate showdown. 
In the heady world of the heptathlon one woman reigns .supreme: Carolina Klufl, 
In the nol-so-hcady work! of radio comtncntating one woman gets by: Jane Flemming, 
I remember so many limes as a kid watching Jane 'all hype, no follow-through' Flemming in international competition aiul 
being so disappoinieiJ when she crumbled under the pressure. She seemed, at the time, almo.sl un-Australian to mc. 
. However, a young 21 year-old Scandinavian has helped me though my repressed pain tied to the heptathlon event. Her 
namc is Carolina Klufl. While Flemming could only ever deliver the goods al the Commonwealth Games. Klufl was lauh 
less in her Olympic gokl medal winnini! pcrrormancc, adding that success to a swac of world titles. 
While Carolina was oul winning at the Olympics. Jane was slagging off our Aussie athletes to anyone who would slick a 
diclaph(;ne in her face. Firs! she bagged rower Saliy Robbins in The Australian, stating that she was "outraged" when she saw 
her choke. VVhilsi quite the serial choker herself, Flemming did not feel il hypocritical to also express 
how "unimpres.sed' she was with the Aussie athletes, describing them as having been 'passengers for 
.some lime". Ail this from a woman who managed to .scrape 7lh in one Olympic linal. 
It is much rosier in the Swedish Camp. Carolina:"Alhletics is a fun ihing lo do for me. I love lo play with 
the crowd. My family always wanted me lo have fun and never pushed me. 1 love being on the track and 
tlial's why I keep smiling." You can't argue with that. 
11 has also been widely reported that Flemming was responsible for breaking up English 800m champion Sebastian Coe's 
marriage while she was liis manager. Carolina Klufl on the other hand makes a fine role model, pin-up partnership with 
fellow Swedish athlete Pairik Kristiansson. whom she recently described as 'my favourite person'. Ohhhh, 
Voted -Swede of the Year' in 2002. Kluft returned from Athens lo thousands of adoring Swedes who wanted to catch a glimps^of a true champion. She" 
lell them with a simple message; "If you believe in anything hard you can do it", 
Adm.iiedly. Memnmig isn't without her fans either. One woman wrote on a forum rccenlly: "Jane Flemming can so jump! She's nolhina but a tiuht ass 
B^ .\^} S()rry just renting my anger about her after the w.,y she treated me at a track and field meet. She was an l^dol of mine until ihaldav." Vent 
away, my iriend. \'cnl away. 
*2 Grand Slam Titles 
*Yoimgesl no I ranked player ever. 
*Conlidence/arrogance brings some 
much needed personality to the 
ATP lour and makes for huiror-
ous viewing when calls don'l go 
his way. 
CONS 
*Narcissismyarrogancc takcji too 
far by becoming engaged to his 
female version. 
*Bad hair 
*ln 2004. he tried a comeback 
with his titanium racket, but 
was not quite successful. 
* 
Let's play pros and cons: 
..Grand Slam Titles ^ 
=*-Won the French Open a record 
6 limes. 
'•^ Showed he was more than 
just a tennis player by throwing 
an Ian "pearls are for boys too" 
Thorpe, ie. became a business-
man in fashion and cosmetics, 
CONS 
^Throwing an Ian "pearls are 
for boys loo" Thoipe. 
•'Bud hair 
*In 1991. he tried a comeback 
with his wooden racket, but 
was nol quite successful. 
Age: 34 
Career earnings: .SL'SI5 million 
Current Rank: 1 
Rank I at end of year: 1995. 1997. I99S, 
2001.2002,2003 
'j * Annika's irainir.g regime includes 750 
j sii-ups a day. kickboxing. cycling, running 
and swimming. 
•'• .Annika made history by becoming the first 
4,1,,. Woman in 58 years to compete against men -
in Ihe The Skins Game. She linished second 
and walked away with $225,000. 
* "I still get bullcrnieson the first lee. I still get sweaty hands, and my heart 
pumps a lol going down the IHlh. But I know what winning is all about now. 
and that's a feeline that I like," 
'•• Annika may be the only LPGA player who has appeared on a postage stamp. 
* Annika was Sweden's "Athlete of ihe Year" on throe occasions. 
*Annika is pursuing her black bell in karate. She also enjoys yoga, mostly 
Ashtanga and snowboarding. 
Age: 29 
Career earnings SUS9 million 
Current Rank: 11 
Rank 1 atendofvear: 1996. 1999.2000 
'•^ Karric runs three limes a week and 
works on the ircadiiiill. 
'•'Karrie credits her dad as being a big 
support and inlluence for her. 
* "I just like to concentrate on my 
game. I'm not an ei7iotional person on 
the course," 
='=Karrie may be the only LPG.A player 
who collects postage stamps. 
''• Karrie was Australia's "Female Ath-
lete of ihe Year" and won the "Dawn 
Fraser Sport Personality of :he Year". 
'•'•• Karrie is as borinii as bat shit. 
In perhaps the closest competition of this veritable showdown 
sets the 'Mozart of table tennis', Swede Jan Ove VVIadner. 39. up against Brisbane's very own lawn bowls 
guru Steve "Biscuits" Glasson. 35. Table tennis and lawn bowls may nol technically be one and the same, 
but any fair-minded individual would concede the spiritual connection that exists between the two sports. 
So here uoes-
While Glasson recently won an invitational tournament which landed him $7000, Waldner won his first 
Porsche at age 16. He still doesn't have his license. He may be a little sluggish on that front, but he won 
his first tournament when he was six years old. where Glasson waited until he was eight to pop on down to 
the suburbaii bowling green. If there is one thing life has taught me it is that eight is way too late if you have 
any hope of becoming a true sporting champion. And while six is cutting il fine, the proof is in the pudding: 
Waldner is a /ive times World champion, nine lime's European chanjpion and has Gold and Silver Olympie 
medals and although Glasson broke through with a hard-earned World Singles Gold 
this year, he's nol in the same ball game as table tennis" first millionaire. 
In Athens, along with hundreds of other Swedes, ijie King and Queen went lo watch 
Waldner in his Olympic Bronze medal match, which he lost lo the lop ranked ping 
ponger from China. 
It is difficult to compare Biscuits with Mozart, but at ihe end of the day you have lo look 
at the passion, athleticism and courage required by a sportsman when assessing his/her 
greatness. Waldner: "Table tennis has become much faster, Service-receive is now more 
important than ever. Because there are less rallies, it's important to start attacking ihe 
service". Where, in Biscuits Glasson's lawn bowls world the game will jusl continue lo 
iiet slower and slower. 
i i. 
So, there you have it! Sweden wins 4-0. I am usually a diehard Aussie sports supporter, so I have to say this result 
upsets me. But. when 1 look over my selections 1 realise that for some reason or another I only picked Australian 
athletes who annoyed me at some really fundamental ievel. Why? I'm not sure. Jusl call me un-Australian. 
5 Story by Andre-w Long Art by NikM Simpson 
When it comes to comparisons between Swedes and 
Aussies, we usually come out tops. Thomas Johansson? 
Lle3rton wipes the floor with him. And meatballs 
don't even stack up against sausages on the BBQ, But 
there's one area that they can't be heaten in, and that's 
furniture. 
Let me tell you a story. The other day we set out to buy 
a couch (doesn't everyone these days) and decided to 
sift through some furniture catalogues. During a visit 
to a Super A-Mart store we found a nice, comfy, inviting 
blue couch, hells, whistles and all. It was absolutely 
perfect. After noticing a sizeable gash in the side of 
the couch on display, we reminded the commission 
based, just-buy-the-darn-couch-and-stop-wasting-my-
time sales assistant that we would definitely not like 
the floor stock, but a brand spanking new one. All well 
and good, you would think. Our pride and joy would be 
delivered in a few days. 
The big day arrived and we were all excited. The 
delivery truck showed up and in came the new addition 
to the lounge room. It was big and blue and wait a sec, 
is that a very familiar gash on the side of Mr Big Blue 
Couch? 
"This was the couch on display back at the store", we 
exclaimed, "look, it's got a huge hole in the side of it!" 
Our friends back at Super A-Mart even rewrapped 
the couch to make it look as if it was new. Sacrilege! 
Naturally, the delivery driver asserted that it was 
not floor stock, much to our anger, so we told him to 
take the couch back, and stick it where the sun didn't 
shine (back in the delivery truck, you sickos). After 
having to go through umpteen levels of Super A-Mart 
bureaucracy to get our money back, we unanimously 
voted to look somewhere else. 
Enter the Ikea store. After checking out their no BS, no 
red tape returns policy, we visited their well stocked 
cafe where you can buy a hot dog and soft drink for 
$2! What does $2 get you these days? Especially at 
the refec! (Maybe the union should look to replace the 
refec. with an Ikea store -Ed.) 
Ok, back to the couch hunt. Eventually, we found 
another big blue masterpiece, and well, you get the 
picture. And because those smart Ikea designer guys 
found abetter way to make it, it now cost only $300 
less than the last one. Score! But stock had run out and 
more would be coming soon. Soon? Oh no! 
"Can't we just have that one?" I said, pointing to the 
one on display. 
"Oh no!" the salesman exclaimed, laughing heartily, 
"we can't give you floor stock!" 
Oh, the irony. 
Needless to say, we're now enjoying the benefits of good 
old Swedish design. The couch even unfurls to become a 
bed. But that's another story. 
Clearly, I'm pro-Ikea and I'm not afraid to admit it. 
I love them! But yes, certain people make jokes and 
comments here and there. Let's go through some of 
them: 
A very famous one. Truth is, they don't make you 
do either, fools! Can't transport it home? They can 
arrange delivery. Don't know what a screwdriver 
is? They can put it together for you. Admittedly, all 
this costs money. But at least these procedures are 
transparent, unlike our government. 
Point taken, no-one's perfect. 
T have to do stuff myself, like write down product 
details and read description tags' 
Boo hoo! Want someone to carry you around the store 
too? 
Don't you watch TV? Ikea is Swedish for value! 
That's because they'll become collectors items in the 
future. 
I happen to like fake and plastic TV's, computers and 
VCRs in displays. Got a problem with that? 
Yes, in terms of good, furniture, nothing Oz makes 
can even hold a candle to the Swedes. So, without any 
further ado, in the face of opposition and adversity, 
Ikea and Sweden: we salute you. 

Ever been in an exam where you know you're going to fail? Or are you doing Mickey Mouse subjects like Psych 
1020? Elvis to Madonna? Or pretty much anything Vvnthin the business faculty? And want to make it a challenge 
worth your time? 
Then this is the drinking game for you. Just make sure you carry into the exam one bottle of Svensk or Absolut 
Vodka or any other good Swedish brand (with the label removed) and follow the instructions below. 
If your exam paper is green take a shot. 
When the old lady tells you to remove all materials from your desk, place a copy of Semper on your desk. If she 
tells you to remove it, do so then take three shots. 
If anyone v\nthin a five metre radius forgets their 2B pencil taike 2 shots. 
When the old lady asks if anyone requires a bi-lingual dictionary, put up your hand and tell them you're bhnd. If 
she laughs, take one shot. If she looks puzzled, take one shot. If she gives you a dictionary take 3 shots. 
If the invigilator checks your ID for longer than 2 seconds, 2 shots. 
When perusal time is announced take a shot. 
If a mobile phone rings during the exam, remove shirt and do lap of room. If it's a polyphonic ring tone, sing the 
song. 
Ask to go the bathroom. If they accompany you, pretend it's a random drugs test. 
If old guy who checks your paper has pants above his waist take 2 shots then tell him a dirty joke. 
At 10 minutes to go, skoU half of what you have left. 
When twain is linnishcd go to ihc pub. Repeat. 
Weird Google Results: 
You can play along at home, just t3rpe 'Ace of Base' into Google 
image search and prepare yourself for the torrent of weird 
shit about to come your way. 
Ace of Base the band. 
Ace of Base hit single "All that 
she wants" 
'^i/'p"^^ 
"Dark Legend's Ace of Base k", the 
whippet 
Ricksbury Marie 
(Linjato Ace of Base 
X Ricksbury Marie) 
John Ballard, som producerat 
manga Ace of Base-latar. Bilden ar 
fran 85 
Ace of Base's keyboardist Ulf "Buddha" Ekberg with his 
Afghan hound 
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Find the Swedish words below: 
damklader 
vatdrakt 
yoghurt 
overgangsstalle 
krakas 
fill 
flygsjukpase 
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Days S8eS 
up early for a quick game of phig-pong. Andrew 
still reigning champion, although Merali proved to 
be a contender when Andrew played left-handed. 
Timmi, although tenacious, was never in the game. 
Breakfast, then a knock at the hotel door from Ste-
fan Edberg ready to take us around Stockholm for 
a day of sight-seeing. It was snowing outside but 
luckily Stefan had his fleet of snowmobiles at the 
ready for us all to pile on. 
First to the herring-museum. Stefan convinced us 
to taste all the different varieties. Andrew said he 
was converted and bought 12 jars of Surstrom-
ming, fermented Baltic herring. Merali refused 
to speak to him for the rest of the day. Timmi was 
still strugghng with the 'No Smoking' mentality of 
the Swedish people. 
The afternoon saw us going fishmg. Our guides 
were the Nordic Women's Fly Pislung Associa-
tion. Merali was so excited, she had practiced her 
skills last night in the hotel room and now was her 
chance to shine. 
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Unfortunately she couldn't match it with the Swed-
ish women. Andrew decided it was time to save 
some face and challenged the Nords to a game of ice 
tennis. Unfortunately he was defeated by a 6 foot 2 
blonde Swede named Inge whose backhand was just 
a httle too feisty for him to handle. 
Days aSeS 
That night it was off to see Ace of Base live in con-
cert. They were plajring at the Stockholm super-
dome and attracted a capacity crowd of 110,000 
people. The best moment was when it started to 
snow during "All that she wants". Magic. 
Our bags were packed and we arrived at the 
airport with plenty of time to have a cheeky 
Absolut Vodka before we had to jet off The 
guy behind the bar looked vaguely familar 
and after a few questions and a couple of 
rounds of drinks we found out that it was 
really Benny from ABBA. He worked in the 
airport bar now because he said it rela:xed 
him. We weren't going to argue with ?0 mil-
lion record sales and left him with our best 
wishes as we boarded our flight back to sunny 
Brisbane. 
We awoke on day 3 of our trip to find Stefan Edberg 
playing a match in o\ir room at the Ice Hotel. His 
opponent, Ivan Lendl, was never in the match and 
needless to say we gave our host and now close 
friend a hearty send-off after he took out the three-
setter. 
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This article isn't about Sweden, it's about Australia. 
And that's fair enough because any Swedish edition 
produced by an Australian student magazine is inevi-
tably also going to be about how Australia and how it 
stacks up on a global scale. 
What I want to talk to you all about today is scabies. 
Now most of you thought that didn't have much to do 
with Australia, let alone Sweden, but it has come to my 
attention in the last couple of days that more and more 
Australians are getting scabies and scabies are getting 
bigger and bigger. 
I don't want to go singling out any one demographic 
here, but there has been a growing trend towards the 
bold statement "West End is crawling with scabies right 
now. There isn't a single West-Ender who is parasite 
free". 
So this article is for all West-Enders and anyone who 
has had contact with a West-Ender in the past 4-6 
weeks. That should be the great majority of Semper's 
readership. Good, now that I've got your attention... 
Scabies is a horrible disease caused by the microscopic 
mite Sarcoptes scabei. Some people with a full blown 
scabies infestation have been heard to describe it as 
*hell on earth'. Scabies is contagious and is most eas-
ily spread through skin-skin contact and to a lesser 
extent, contact with infested garments and bedlinen. 
Sleeping with someone will almost definitely give you 
scabies, but only if one of you has scabies to begin with. 
Infestation causes intense itching all over the body, 
especially at night when the mites stick their bums 
out of your skin. Scratching of itchy areas results in 
sores that may become infected by bacteria. A more 
severe form of scabies is known as Norwegian scabies. 
In regular scabies, the number of mites on a host at any 
one time is, on average, 10 to 15 (with a range of 3-50). 
Persons with Norwegian scabies, on the other hand, 
wiU have thousands to millions of mites. Consequently, 
their skin manifestations are much more severe, with 
thick, h3rperkeratotic crusts that can occur on almost 
any area of the body. Notice how this disease isn't 
called Swedish scabies. 
The worst thing about scabies is you won't know if 
you've got it until 4-6 weeks in when the itchmg starts 
as an allergic reaction to the mite. And by then, it's too 
late. An adult mite can survive for about 4 weeks on the 
body but only lasts around 48-72 hours when removed 
from its human host. 
Therefore if you do become infested with scabies you 
can just lock down your house and go live under a 
tarpaulin for a week hoping that by the time you come 
back all the scabies will have died of stajrvation. Or 
you can just put everything you own (clothes, sheets, 
textbooks etc) through a hot cycle in your washing ma-
chine or dryer. Scabies can't survive above 45 degrees 
Celsius so this should kiU them. Apparently you're also 
meant to sprinkle some sort of powder on everyttung 
else that you can't wash and leave it outside for a while. 
As for getting rid of scabies on your body... 
This is a difficult task as, like I said before, you won't 
know you've got them untU you've really got them, so 
it's best to be conservative and take these precaution-
ary measures, especially if you live in West End. First 
of all you need to go to the doctor and get a prescription 
for some cream. Gome home from the doctor with your 
cream and have the hottest bath you can handle usiog 
lots of soap. Then put the cream all over your body and 
leave it on for around 8 hours (before going to bed is 
best). When you wake up, repeat the bath step. 
If you do this a couple of times (best to follow the direc-
tions from the real doctor), as well as making sure you 
fully sterilise your room then you should be scabies 
free in no time. However it must be noted that personal 
hygiene is critical in curhig and preventing scabies, so 
it's probably best to try to have a shower everday for at 
least a month after your scabies experience. 
And last of all, remember that there are about 300 mil-
lion cases of scabies ia the world each year and at least 
you can afford the cream to cure them. Cause most 
people can't. 
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There is only one thing 
scarier than Scandinavian 
Terror Cows 
Swedish Cow Terrorists 1! 1 
I know I have a reputation as "the girl who cried cow" 
but this one really is a true story; any number of 
Google searches wiQ back me up. So join me in uncov-
ering the heart of Nordic Terrorism by remaining at 
all times alert, not alarmed. A Cow Terrorism hotline 
will be estabhshed shortly, but due to budget con-
cerns you'U have to make your own fridge magnets. 
Cow Parade is an artsy kind of installation that's 
been kicking around the world for a few years now. 
You may vaguely remember your own personal 
encounter with a large as life multi-coloured cow in 
Queen St Mall a year or so ago. At the time you may 
have put it down to overdoing it on anj?- number of 
dubious substances ranging from VB to crack co-
caine, but the chances are it was just a part of the 
Cow Parade fun. 
The idea is blank fiberglass cow-vasses are brought 
to the participating city, they get corporate sponsor-
ship, an artist paints them up, they sit around for a 
month or so and then get auctioned for chai^ity. 
Some art parades use pandas, but www.cowparade. 
com feels that cows work nipely with their name, and 
that: "Who can resist a cow? They're cute, sweet and 
universally beloved animals - and they're a great 
surprise in major urban centers. They also present a 
miique, 3-dimensional, curvy canvas for artists. See 
for yourself: look at one of the cows and try not to 
snule," 
Then look at one of the cows being threatened with 
decapitation by crazy Swedes in balaclavas and try 
not to smile even more. 
Cow Parade ventured into Sweden as part of a three-
city display in the middle of the year. The first stop, 
Manchester, home of Enghsh football hoohganism, 
was kmd to its colourful bovines. However in revo-
lutionary Prague a cow went missing and was feared 
dumped in a river, but it was in Stockholm, Sweden, 
that cow terrorists came to infamy. 
The cow hi question was known as Moderna Kon, or 
Modern Cow to those of us unversed in Swedish. It 
was your average swirly, colourful cow, with a tyre 
around its stomach and sponsorship from AMF Pen-
sions. Apparently it was a rip off of Rauschenberg's 
Goat, some previously famous piece of independent 
barnyard modern art, (When will people ever learn 
that what's good for the Goat is not necessarily good 
for the Cow?) Moderna Cow was enjoying the ooh-
aah lifestyle on the lawns of the Moderna Museet 
(Swedish for "Museum of Modern Art") until the 
unthinkable happened. 
A group of out of control Swedes calling themselves 
"Stockholm's Militant Graffiti Artists" did a bit of rus-
tling and cow-napped Moderna Cow. But they weren't 
content to keep it in their bedroom as drunken night 
memorabilia. They took it a step further. Once they 
sobered up, they were so disappomted with their 
stolen goods that they decided it should be declared 
"non-art." 
The two militants I like to call Sven and Bjorn donned 
balaclavas, broke out their hardcore electric drills 
and made their demands m a hostage video that 
could have been straight out of Iraq. Well, I mean it 
could have been from Iraq, if the hostage was some 
Western interloper and a human. The fact that the 
hostage was a piece of novelty art cow and that I'm 
calMg the militants Sven and Bjorn clearly has Swe-
den written all over it. Clearly! But the video was 
very obviously a rip off of Al-Quaida's hostage mov-
ies. SMGA demands went something like this (as 
best I can figure from piecmg together all the sound-
bites. Remember to read it with disguising distortion 
and a Swedish accent): 
"Es members ooff Stuckhulm's Meelitunt Greffffeeti 
Erteests, ve-a feel it is oooor murel dooty tu deffend 
oooor ceety egeeenst zee coos vheech hefe-a infeded 
oooor streets. Ve-a demund thet zee coos ere-a 
declered nun-ert, Oozeerveese-a zee hustege-a veell 
be-a secreefficed. Ell coos moost be-a declered nun-
ert und remufed frum Stuckhulm's streets by 12pm 
23 Oogoost 2004 oozeerveese-a husteges veell be-a 
secreefficed," 
(translated) 
"As members of Stockholm's Militant Graffiti Artists, 
we feel it is our moral duty to defend our city against 
the cows which have iuvaded our streets. We demand 
that the cows are declared non-art. Otherwise the 
hostage will be sacrificed. All cows must be declared 
non-art and removed from Stockholm's streets by 
12pm 23 August 2004 otherwise hostages will be 
sacrificed." 
Cow Parade actually tried to negotiate with SMGA. 
They offered the "white cow of peace," a blank cov/ for 
the graffiti artists to decorate and clarify their defini-
tion of "art." The "artists" declined and suspicions 
grew as to their true identity. Moderna Gow's artist, 
Backa Carin Ivarsdotter, refused to believe it was in-
fact graffiti artists who stole the cow, pointing to the 
clearly legible text on the banner in the background 
of their video as evidence. Brilliant Swedish reporter 
Dagens Nyheter quotes her as saymg: 
"It's more likely art students - bad ones, at that - who 
want attention." 
(Could they be the reason Sweden won best student 
magazine??) 
Either way the general consensus from Cow Parade 
organisers, Swedish poUce and the general pubhc 
was that the stunt was "tasteless." Quite possibly-
even more tasteless than a fiberglass cow with a tyre 
around its stomach in a blatant rip off of some other 
guys goat. 
The deadline for the "non-art" declaration came and 
went. The cows remained defiant in the Swedish 
streets and the Militant Graffiti artists opened up a 
can of woop arse on a vaguely innocent cow. The ex-
ecution was filmed and posted on the groups website. 
Several pieces of slaughtered Moderna Cow were sent 
press release style to the organizers of Cow Parade 
in a black plastic bag. Helene Cederberg confirmed 
Sweden's worst fears: "We have received the cow cut 
into pieces in a bag. It's really sad. There's no way 
of repairing it." A fiberglass cow can be repaired in 
the "Cow Hospital" according to Cow Parades official 
website. But what Helene was saying was metaphori-
cal - there is no way to repair Sweden's reputation as 
a safe haven for modern art. It now features daily in 
travel alerts for fiberglass animals everywhere. 
Of course Sven and Bjorn have raised some valid 
questions. Is Cow Parade art? Is it public art? Oris 
its corporate sponsorship allowing commercial-pop-
happy-coloured-cows to convert Sweden's streets 
into an unofficial ad break? After all, apparently 
that David Lynch dude's cow was pulled from exhibi-
tion, not for being 'non-art,' but for its disregard for 
the crowd-pleasing aims of Cow Parade, Lynch had 
chopped off the cow's head, stuck knives and forks in 
its back, covered it in blood and scrawled the words 
"Eat my fear" on the side. 
Furthermore can a cow be "modern" art if it's really 
just a rip off of some other guy's old goat? And per-
haps more importantly, was what the Stockholm Mili-
tant Graffiti Artists attempted art? Or was it a huge 
stunt to boost publicity for Moderna Cow's artist, or 
its corporate sponsors? Were they just ripping off 
previous art in hostage terrorism? I'm not going to 
attempt to answer these questions, cause as a biology 
student I'm not qualified - but I do know that decapi-
tation of a fiberglass cow wouldn't need a whole lot of 
ethics clearance. 
The decapitated head of Moderna Cow sold at auction 
for more than most of the other untouched art cows, 
fetching a substantial amount of Euros (or your cur-
rency of choice) for charity. And in the end, maybe 
that's the moral of the story - the real winner was 
charity. Or maybe the moral is that when I look at 
one of the art cows cut into pieces in a black plastic 
bag delivered by militants called Sven and Bjorn, I 
have to try really hard not to laugh - and that's what 
Swedish Cow Terrorism is all about. 
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True-False Quiz 
^ by Mel Davis 
' _ Ok, so we all know that Sweden is the home of the Volvo, and the richest guy in the world- the IKEA dude, 
but now let's think outside the square we live in-how much do we really know about our little Scandinavian 
friends? I've dug up the dirt and gathered some facts, which might not, but then again just might be right. So 
turn your shit-detectors on, cos here they are: 
1. Christine, the Queen of Sweden during the 17th century, had a tiny four-inch cannon built so that she could 
fire miniature cannonballs at fleas in her room. 
2. There is a tovm in Sweden called 'Dildo'. 
3. A Swede invented the zipper. 
4. Sweden is the largest spender on tomato sauce. 
5. Donal.d Duck was banned in Sweden because he doesn't wear pants, 
6. Sweden contains the highest percentage of nymphomaniacs in the world. 
7. Ari Petrov is Sweden's National Sauna champion. 
, 8. In Sweden, a third of all funeral processions feature a stripper. 
J..' 9. Sweden is the host of the second Homeless World Gup for Soccer. 
lO.Until 1965, everyone in Sweden drove on the left-hand side. In 1965, they decided to switch to the right-
hand side, so one weekday, at Spm, everyone stopped and changed lanes. 
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Sweden is not Switzerland,,. 
by Caitlin Goss 
Neither, surprisingly enough, is it Norway, 
Sweden revels in the glorious mediocrity available to nations such as Belgium. 
(The near-impossible game, "Name five famous Belgians", can equally be applied to Sweden. In the Belgian version, 
I always get stuck on "Hercule Poirot", unable to name any actual Belgians. In the Swedish version, knowledge of 
ABBA members would be of inunense assistance.) 
Darren Hanlon is singing Operator, get me Sweden 
i really must apologise for my impulsive behaviour 
one left his heart in sanfransico and mines in scanduiavia 
shall I tell you where all this is leaduig? 
Operator, get me Sweden 
To summarise: in Sweden, people fall in love, ride bicycles with admmable skill, and 
most probably, though not assuredly, speak 'Swedish', 


A huge field of sunflowers has been 
planted m West End. 
It's down Montague Road, just by the Paul's factory. And while it makes me happy to see sunflowers m 
the middle of the hard, grey mdustry, part of me is cautious. 
In many ways the sunflowers are indicative of a lot of development that's been happening m South 
Brisbane. While it's seenungly attractive and positive to get rid of some of the industrial part of the 
area, it's definitely not a case of beauty for beauty's sake. More Ukely, it's big business trying to put 
a pleasant face on exploitation and development. 
Take KulrUpa Park for an example: there's heaps of development happening, supposedly enhancing the area by 
bufldmg an Arts' complex, yet at the same time it's reducing the size of the park and space for people to spend 
time m. In addition to this, there's been a proposal to take up a lot of the pubhc land of Southbank for a hotel, 
reducmg the amount of riverside area that people can spend time m. 
In the past few years. West End has definitely been 'gentrified'. According to the Real Estate 
Institute of Queensland the average mcome for a West Bnder is apparently between $300 
- $399/week. Low-mcome earners - students, pensioners and residents of hostels and board-
ing houses are having to move further afield as houses are bought on and rent goes up. 
But this isn't even a new thmg. When Expo happened in '88 over 3000 residents had to move as space was made for 
development and tourist facilities and accommodation. The inner city was 'cleaned up' - over 25 boarding houses 
were lost as they were converted mto backpacker accommodation or converted into commercial space. Between '87 
and '96, over 40% of boarding houses were closed (approx 51 premises). Even worse, it's stni happening at the same 
rate of 10% each year. 
I guess the suckiest thmg is that yuppies move in to be part of the vibrant, multi-cultural 
space that is West End, yet in domg that they're simultaneously destroying it. 
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Health Institute for Men 
is investigating a new medication 
and you may be suitable for the study if: 
• you are male or female aged 18-75 years and 
• for at least 12 weeks you have abdominal discomfort or 
pain which can be associated with a change in bowel 
habit 
For more information contact the 
research nurse on (07) 3236 9022 
at the Health Institute for Men 
'Hold on to your Butt' Canisters popular at UQ 
UQ students and staff alike have taken hold of a new Uni-
green initiative to reduce the amount of cigarette butts going 
into our waterways from our campuses. FREE 'Hold on to 
your Butt' canisters ai'e available in the refectories, book-
shops, newsagencies and a number of other outlets. 
Each year millions of toxic cigarette butts are thrown away 
and end up in our waterways and oceans. 
Please help us to improve our environment by using the 
'Hold on to your Butt' canisters. Keep the canister in yoiir 
pocket or bag and place your cigarette butt in it, then empty 
it into a bin when full. 
For further information email: unigreen@pf.uq.edu.au 
ADVERTORIAL 
One thmg neither Australia nor Sweden can lay claun to is 
the worst phrase book of all tmie. That honour goes to The 
New Guide of the Conversation, m Portuguese and Enghsh, 
in Two Parts, by Jose da Fonseca and Pedro Caroimo, first 
pubUshed m 1855 by J. P. Aillaud. The work has now been 
reprinted imder the title "English As She is Spoke". 
The books starts with a dedication: 
'We expect then, who the little book (for the care what we 
wrote him, and for her typographical correction) that may 
be worth the acceptation of the studious persons, and espe-
cially of the youth, at wliich we dedicate him particularly.' 
Next up are 'Familiar Dialogues'' 
'For to ride a horse' - begms: 
'Here is a horse who have bad looks. Give me another I 
will not that. He not sail know to march, he is pin'sy, he 
is foundered. Don't you are ashamed to give me a jade as 
like? he is unshoed, he is with naUs up.' In the section on 
Bringing the book home is 'Idiotism and proverbs'. These 
include: 
Nothing some money, nothing of Swiss 
He eat to coaches 
A take is better than two you shall have 
The stone as roll not heap up not foam 
That which feel one's snotly blow blow one's nose. 
The walls have hearsay. 
Keep the chestnut of the fire with the cat foot. 
Take out the live coals with the hand of the cat. 
There is not better sauce who the appetite. 
It must to break the stone for to have ahnond. 
That make to come water in the mouth. 
He don't know where give with the head. 
He has fond the knuckle of the busmess. 
He has a part m the coke. 
He is mad to bind. 
Burn the politeness. 
To fatten the foot. 
To buy a cat in pocket. 
To live m a small cleanness point. 
To eat of the cow mad. 
To make paps for the cats. 
After the paunch comes the dance. 
Keep the curtains, the farce is played. 
The dog than bark not bite 
Creatmg this work of gemus was not an easy task. The au-
thors didn't have an English-Portugese dictionary but did 
possess Portuguese-French and French-Enghsh dictionar-
ies. It's like running the language through some strange 
algorithm but it's hard to argue with the results. 
As w£LS pomted out m our source for this story, The Great 
Book of Heroic failures, "Is there anythmg in conventional 
English which co^ ald equal the vividness of 'To craunch a 
marmoset'?" 
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Carl Lumaeus was born on the 23rd May 1707 at Stenbrohult in southern Sweden. He de-
veloped the Latin buiomial system currently used by scientists to name all living things. He 
first pubhshed this idea in the book 'Systema Naturae', in wMch he gave such names to 7,700 
plants and 4,400 animals. Species named by Lumaeus include: Homo sapiens (i.e. us), Canis 
famiharis (i.e. dogs), and Quercus robur (i.e. oaks). 
Linnaeus showed an interest in plants and their names from an early age and was given the 
nickname "the littie botanist" when he was eight years old. 
Linnaeus sought to understand God's divine plan through the classification of all life, thus get-
ting a glimpse of what it would have been like all those years ago in the Garden of Eden. 
Linnaeus studied medicine at several universities in Sweden and Holland and after he gradu-
ated specialised in the treatment of syphilis. 
Linnaeus was a keen cychst and won the 1732 Tour de France. 
Linnaeus was Professor of Botany at the University of Uppsala, where his original gardens can 
still be seen. Many of his students embarked on journeys of exploration includmg two who 
traveled with Captain James Cook and collected some of the first Australian plant specimens 
studied by Europeans. 
Linnaeus enjoyed making comparisons between plant sexuality and hmnan love. For in-
stance, he once wrote: "The flowers' leaves serve 
as bridal beds which the Creator has so glori-
ously arranged, adorned with such noble bed 
curtains, and perfumed with so many 
soft scents, that the bridegroom with \ 
his bride might there celebrate their 
nuptials with so much the greater 
solemmty." 
This focus on the sexual nature of plant 
reproduction was received variously, with 
one critic, Johann Siegesbeck, referring to 
Linnaeus' theories as "loathsome harlotry". 
(Linnaeus however, had his revenge and 
later named a small insignificant weed Sieges-
beckia.) 
Linnaeus helped develop the Celsius scale of tem-
perature and invented a method of telling the time by 
which plant species had opened or closed flowers. He 
was also the first to use the Mars and Venus symbols to 
denote female and male genden 
Lumaeus was knighted in 1761, taking the name Carl 
von Linne, and his picture is on the current Swedish 
100 kronor bank note. Linnaeus died in 1778 after a 
series of strokes in Uppsala cathedral, where he is now 
buried. 
U**** Riieh Ccan =in/4 the Bush, F€ar and the Mass Stockholm Syndromg 
Re-election Strategy 
The strategy for George W. Bush was simple. Create a Stockholm-syndrome-type relationship between yourself and the voting 
pubhc then reap the rewards come the November 2nd election. 
The basis of Stockholm syndrome is the power exercised by the captor over their hostage. The correlation is the power that 
Bush exercises as President over the American people. He tells them who is evil, he tells them when to go to war, and through 
manipulation of the media and derogation of free speech he tells the American people that those who oppose him are 'unpatri-
otic'. 
However, this control is not enough. To create a mass Stockholm syndrome effect within the population Bush also needs the vot-
ers to be under emotional duress feeling fearful for their well being. 
The duress v/as provided by the emotional shock felt by Americans in response to the 9/11 attacks. The emotions surroundmg 
the attack are constantly invoked not only by the Whitehouse but by the images and loss of life resultant from flghtmg the 'War 
on Terror' in Iraq. The massive emotional, response to 9/11 has also been utilised m an attempt to convince the voters that they 
are under constant threat of terrorist attack. 
The Bush Whitehouse sustams the fear felt by many after 9/11 by issmng constantly changing threat levels, givmg speeches and 
creating policy to deal with repetitive security scares and by pursumg an ongoing war agamst terror The message, 'We're fight-
ing terror because we have something to be afraid of, it's only a matter of time before they strike again, you should be afraid, 
all patriotic Americans are'.It's iromc that a terrorist organization could provide the opportunity for a democratically elected 
admimstration to implement such policies and m turn, whether consciously or not, benefit from a psychological phenomenon so 
closely linked with terrorism itself. Does the strategy work? Wait until November 3. 
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